BALANCING ACT
Say you’ve enjoyed your summer
home with your family for about
10 years, but now you feel it’s time
to make some updates. Do you
renovate the house that holds so
many memories, or do you tear
it down and build anew? This is a
tough decision for anyone to make,
but especially if you are a family
of seven, with ﬁve boys, ranging
in age from 12 to 25, and a dog. So
you decide to seek advice from
experienced professionals.

An ingenious redesign
allows this Chatham home
to fully embrace both its
peaceful and playful sides
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That
question—to
rehab
or
rebuild—is one that architect Leslie
Schneeberger, associate principal of
SV Design of Beverly and Chatham,
had to wrestle with when contacted
by a client who lived in an older
house along the tidal inlet of
Chatham’s Little Mill Pond.
There was so much to love about the
property. The view of the sprawling
green lawn and the blue pond with
boats ﬂoating along its surface was a

life-enhancing sight that had given
the family joy every day they spent
there. It was clear that the lawn
was the place the kids had been
enjoying for years. As Schneeberger
observed, “With ﬁve active boys,
room to run around and play a
game of tag football was a must.”
When the homeowners expressed
their needs to Schneeberger and SV
Design—to preserve the view and as
much lawn as possible, to keep the
existing separate garage, to add a
pool and to have their home reﬂect
the casual Cape Cod lifestyle yet
still be sophisticated—they realized
they had come to the right place.
Schneeberger’s own must-list for
planning a summer home includes
maximizing the view, creating
ﬂexible spaces for socializing,
and designing for comfort. She
told the homeowners they could
create a place for “quality time with
family and friends—and precious
downtime just for you.”

“We carved out and created
a wide variety of spaces,
indoors and out,” says
Schneeberger. “Around
each bend is a different and
surprising nook.”
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SV Design’s philosophy is to “create
places of beauty and integrity
that are timeless in style, highly
functional,
and
thoughtfully
placed in the landscape,” offering
services in architecture, interior
and landscape design. “Because
the existing house was not very
functional,” Schneeberger recalls,
“with awkwardly placed rooms with
cut-off views, a shallow foundation,
and materials that were not of a
quality to preserve, it didn’t make
sense to spend a lot of extra money
to work around what existed and
still ultimately have to compromise
with the ﬁnal result.” They all
decided it’d be best to build a new
home.
The architecturally brilliant solution
was to build a home in the shape
of a “Y.” “Though we started with a
‘V’ shape to embrace their beloved
Cape Cod lawn, the setbacks and the
existing garage restricted locations
for the pool,” Schneeberger
explains. “The ‘Y’ shape helped us
to get everything in and create a
large variety of outdoor spaces. It
made it possible to create two wings
to the house: an active wing and a
quiet wing.” The homeowners chose
C.H. Newton Builders to turn this
vision into a reality. “We had the
perfect design-build team from the
outset,” says Schneeberger, “each
ﬁrm offering separate expertise to
beneﬁt the homeowner.”
“It was a big challenge for us
to complete this project in 10
months so that the family could
be enjoying it by the summer,”
admits Ryan Newton, vice president
of C.H. Newton Builders. “It was
possible because we had great
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Light, breezes and people
flow from outdoors to
indoors and back out
again. The open layout
allows for vantage points
throughout the home.

communications with everyone. We
were in touch with the neighbors,
answering questions from the
beginning. As we progressed, we
met with the SV Design team and
kept the owners up-to-date with
weekly reports and photos. Though
the homeowners were out of state,
they were always quick to respond
so we could make adjustments and
take advantage of opportunities to
do something new and creative.”
Together, they have created a
spectacular home where the family’s
daily rhythms can ﬂow easily from

active to quiet—from sharing time
together to enjoying time alone.
A circular driveway leads to the
welcoming entrance of a wide porch
under a gambrel roof, a style of roof
and house that the clients always
liked and were happy to have for
their new home—a home where, as
Schneeberger says, “The amazing
views are the ﬁrst thing you see
when you enter.” As you open the
front door, you see straight through
the dining room to the outdoors
and are drawn through the French
doors to a large semi-circular patio

and the expansive lawn and pond
beyond. Hugging this view, the
arms of the “Y” structural shape
of the two-story home, stretch the
length of the house to the right—the
“active” side—and to the left—the
“quiet” side.
Katherine Fisher, interior design
project manager at SV Design,
says she enjoyed decorating this
“modern-day beach house” to
be a “functional, comfortable
and beautiful” space. SV Design,
with Classic Kitchens & Interiors,
designed the kitchen to be as open
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