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“GOOD
DESIGN
MAKES LIFE
RICHER”
TASTEMAKER AND INTERIOR
DESIGNER JEAN VERBRIDGE BRINGS
HER PHILOSOPHY TO THE NORTH
SHORE AND BEYOND.
By Katherine Gustafson
Photographs by Eric Roth

Pops of
vibrant blues
create a cheery
dining space .
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OR JEAN VERBRIDGE, PRINCIPAL AT BEVERLY-BASED

Siemasko + Verbridge, the path to a satisfying
career as a commercial and residential interior
designer ran through a plant store.
After graduating from Ithaca College in New York
with a love of plants and no idea what to do next, she
got a job working at a greenhouse in Boston. It was the
1970s, when potted plants were all the rage, especially
in office design, and she soon sensed an opportunity: In
upstate New York, where she had grown up, there were
no plant stores at all.
She opened a retail potted plant store in the area
and began supplying her wares to businesses such as
Xerox and Kodak that were looking to make their offices more appealing.
The process piqued her interest in interior design for
commercial environments, so she went back to school
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Verbridge redesigned
the interior of this
waterfront Shinglestyle home to match
her sense of the
homeowners—active,
vivacious, and colorful.
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“In every space, whether you live,
work, or play in it, good design
makes life much richer. Good design
does improve lives—it opens up a lot
of opportunities for conversations,
better relationships, a fuller life.”
—Jean Verbridge, principal at Beverly-based Siemasko + Verbridge

Jean Verbridge,
principal at Siemasko
+ Verbridge in Beverly.

dark-wood table is complemented by bright turquoise
throughout: turquoise upholstery on the dining chairs,
drapes and a carpet with bold blue-and-turquoise patterns, and a hanging lamp with turquoise glass pendants.
A similar brightness enlivens the sitting room, where
brilliant coral accents the room’s base of off-white. Cushions, drapes, and patterns on the wallpaper and carpet
bring radiant warmth and provide sharp contrast with
the cool sea tones of the landscape out the windows.
The redesign also included opening up the space by
creating partial-height walls, embracing the vivid light
of the location, and playing to the water views as much
as possible. Combining such improvements with the enlivening decoration allowed Verbridge to create a home
that fits the lively family that inhabits it.

DESIGN IMPROVES LIVES

Such transformations, she believes, can substantially
improve people’s lives.
“In every space, whether you live, work, or play in it,
good design makes life much richer,” she says. “Good design does improve lives—it opens up a lot of opportunities for conversations, better relationships, a fuller life.”
Her own life as a designer is full of creative challenge
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and professional satisfaction. She joins her business
smarts—evident from the moment she opened that
strategically located plant store—with her artistic sensibilities to offer quality work to her clients.
“I love the combination of business and design,”
she reflects. “It’s working both sides of the brain at the
same time. It’s not just about making pretty environments; it’s about respecting people’s budgets and time
frames.”
For Verbridge, that’s a perfect mix. “I can’t imagine
there being a better career out there. I feel very lucky.”

Siemasko + Verbridge, 126 Dodge Street, Beverly, 978-927-3745,
svdesign.com

For resources and
expanded content,
check out our
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